
SOKOVIA ACCORDS PROJECT 

 

OK, so this seems a little weird for an AP Government class…why are we doing this? 
Question: In the past using controversial topics like abortion, legalizing marijuana, or immigration have caused problems 
in class. Parents and students have cited personal beliefs and religious teachings and the knowledge behind the project 
got lost in the controversy. So, how can we really examine the process of how a piece of legislation would make its way 
through our legislative, executive, and judicial branches without things getting sidetracked?   
Answer: We’re going to talk about superheroes and superpowers and a fictional piece of legislation that won’t, 
hopefully, cause as much controversy. (unless you like DC instead of Marvel…but just agree to work with Marvel) 
*Note: This unit can comprise up to 45% of the AP Test and ALWAYS has at least ONE FRQ (if not more) over something 
in this unit so this has been designed to make sure you have THOROUGHLY examined the information in this unit. 
 

What do we need to do to get started? 
• choose a group of no less than 4 but no more than 6 and sign up at the front of the classroom (no, you cannot 

work with people who are not in your class period) 
• Start on p 165 in your green book.  

o read the Standing Committees, Subcommittees, Special Committees, and Caucuses page on p. 108 
o read Types of Legislation on p. 111 
o read Case Study: A Bill’s Journey Through Congress on p. 112 
o read Legislative Calendars: Scheduling of Bills on p. 113 
o read White House Organization on p. 131 
o read Civil Service and the Federal Bureaucracy on p. 133 
o read The Supreme Court: Case Selection and Quick Rulings on p. 152 
o read Factors Affecting Supreme Court Decisions on p. 153 
o read The Supreme Court: Full Consideration on p. 154 
o make sure you’re aware of your copy of the Constitution on pp. 170-189 
o read the Regulations on p. 166…make sure to annotate or at least highlight   
o read the History Behind the Accords on p. 167…make sure to annotate or at least highlight 
o read Off My Mind: Was the Superhuman Registration Act Right or Wrong? p. 168 
o read over your list of Enhanced Individuals on the card stock handout…make sure you’re looking at their 

powers/abilities 
o watch the 2 video links over the Sokovia Accords (Why the Sokovia Accords are a great idea & Why the 

Sokovia Accords are a terrible idea) and take notes on p. 169 
o watch the video link of the Sokovia Accords debate 
o watch the video link of Tony Stark trying to convince Captain America to sign the Sokovia Accords 
o check out the step-by-step process for getting a bill to become law 

 

Now that you’ve got the background info out of the way, what 
exactly are you doing with all this information? 
Because the United States historically does not like to take orders from the United Nations or any other country, you are 
going to introduce the Sokovia Accords as a piece of legislation (HR 9999 Sokovia Accords is the name of the bill…the 
text of the bill is on p.166 in Regulations so you do NOT have to rewrite the bill) in the House of Representatives, send it 
to the Senate, and then have the President sign it. You will also need to look at the Supreme Court and cases that might 
be cited in order to support or oppose HR 9999 Sokovia Accords. The President DOES want this bill so you won’t have to 
worry about it being vetoed You will then present your information.  
AS A GROUP decide and agree what kind of current-day issue the Sokovia Accords law is like. 
 
Where to start…ok, you’ve got a lot of research to do 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zOKPjI2Pm5U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OI_9OoEmDG8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OI_9OoEmDG8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s5jrdHASx04
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U_dGQFuukkY
https://www.treefarmsystem.org/how-a-bill-becomes-a-law
https://www.house.gov/
https://www.senate.gov/
https://www.supremecourt.gov/


Under the Legislative Branch 
 
Now that you’ve read the bill, you will need to look at the US House of Representatives website and take a look at how a 
bill becomes a law. Knowing what you know about the bill… 

• find a committee or subcommittee that YOU think would pass the bill 
o make a note of the 1)name of the committee  or subcommittee and 2)the chair or leader of that 

committee or subcommittee and be able to 3)explain WHY you chose that particular committee or 
subcommittee 

• assume that not every representative agrees with the bill…research ONE representative that wouldn’t agree,    
1) his/her name, 2) where he/she is from, and 3) why he/she wouldn’t agree…this is important…look into his/her 
past, visit his/her website and figure out why he/she would be against it 

• “mark up” the bill (electronically) with any changes the representative you chose would suggest (a copy of the 
bill is in the Google classroom…you only have to do ONE of these per group) …DON’T FORGET TO PUT YOUR 
GROUP MEMBERS’ NAMES ON IT 
 

Now that you’ve read the bill, you will need to look at the US Senate website. Knowing what you know about the bill… 
• find a committee or subcommittee that YOU think would pass the bill 

o make a note of the 1) name of the committee  or subcommittee and 2) the chair or leader of that 
committee or subcommittee and be able to 3) explain WHY you chose that particular committee or 
subcommittee 

• assume that not every senator agrees with the bill…research ONE senator who wouldn’t agree, 1) his/her name, 
2) where he/she is from, and 3) why he/she wouldn’t agree…this is important…look into his/her past, visit 
his/her website and figure out why he/she would be against it 

• “mark up” the bill (electronically) with any changes the senator you chose would suggest (a copy of the bill is in 
the Google classroom…you only have to do ONE of these per group) …DON’T FORGET TO PUT YOUR GROUP 
MEMBERS’ NAMES ON IT 

 
Submit a FINAL copy with changes…DON’T FORGET TO PUT YOUR GROUP MEMBERS’ NAMES ON IT 
 

Under the Executive Branch 
Now that the bill has been passed, how will the law be administered by the bureaucracy? 

• check out the Official US Executive Branch Web Sites here 
• figure out which department and agency/board, commission, committee/independent agency YOU will have 

administer the Sokovia Accords  
o give the 1) title of the  agency/board, commission, committee/independent agency,  2) chairperson(s), 

and 3) WHY you chose this particular entity to administer the new Sokovia Accords Law 
o IF YOU CAN’T FIND an existing agency/board, commission, committee/independent agency that YOU 

believe this law would fall under, you must CREATE 1)an the  agency/board, commission, 
committee/independent agency, 2) pick a real-life congressperson as chair, and 3) explain WHY this new 
commission is to be created and explain what department it would be under and why 

• give a brief list of items/actions YOU think will be necessary to administer the new Sokovia Accords Law (this is 
the part where you fill out what will be required…think of what the country will need in order to execute this 
new law) 

• 1) give at least 3 short-term goals (what could be accomplished fairly quickly) and 2) at least 3 long-term goals 
(these would require resources that you can’t get right now, but may have to wait for in the future…the big 
stuff) 

  

https://www.house.gov/
https://www.treefarmsystem.org/how-a-bill-becomes-a-law
https://www.treefarmsystem.org/how-a-bill-becomes-a-law
https://www.senate.gov/
https://www.loc.gov/rr/news/fedgov.html


Under the Judicial Branch 
• Choose either the real-life representative or senator that you thought would be AGAINST the new law. Assume 

that he/she is going to look at the Constitution first (a case at the Supreme Court level just about ALWAYS 
involves a Constitutional question) 

o find the amendment or Article that addresses that representative’s/senator’s concern(s) 
• describe the progression from that particular representative’s/senator’s state court system until it gets to the 

Supreme Court  (here’s a link to help with the progression, you’ll just have to be specific to your 
congressperson’s state) 

• find a real-life group that would write an amicus curiae brief for your representative/senator…you don’t have to 
write the brief, just tell us 1) the name of the group and 2) why they would write it 

• research the current Supreme Court justices and find 1-4) FOUR justices YOU think would SUPPORT your law and 
5-8) BRIEFLY explain WHY they would support it and 9) ONE justice who would not (dissenting opinion) and 10) 
BRIEFLY explain WHY he/she would NOT support it   

• hint: you might look at their records in the past of how they voted on types of cases 
• 1-2) find TWO Supreme Court cases your senator/representative could use to OPPOSE your law and 3-4)explain 

WHY you chose it 
 

Now that you have all the research, what will you do with it? 
All this information is no good unless you can share it with your classmates. You have choices, and you must use at least 
two of them but no more than four of them. Feel free to engage your creativity. Make your work something to be 
excited about!  Adobe Spark products are free and available at https://spark.adobe.com/.  
 
Presentation options: 

• Adobe Spark video…you may not share the link, you need to download it as an MP4 and upload it to the Google 
classroom…these videos need to be interesting and concise (no longer than 10 minutes)…think infomercials, 
political ads, etc… you reading a powerpoint won’t be very exciting 

• a magazine/newspaper/newsletter…you can use Publisher or whatever you want, the .pdf is what you will turn 
in by uploading to the Google classroom 

• Adobe Spark Page…for this you will just share the link…this is kind of like a mini web page…you can be VERY 
creative with this 

• a typed out paper with the information (this will get you minimum credit of 85 provided you have everything) 
• podcast…maybe from the view of an advocate or supporter of the new law or one of the Marvel characters…this 

would have to be uploaded to the Google classroom 
• propaganda posters…these need to be electronic and created as an Adobe Spark Post…you will need to 

download the posters and upload them to the Google classroom 
• other ideas?…just check with Ms. H and get the official OK 

 
FINAL GRADING AND CREDIT 

• this will count as TWO major grades 
• content is a possible 83 points 
• presentation is a possible 17 points 

o turn in a typed paper and receive 2 presentation points for a maximum score of 85 
o Spark Pages, Posts, and Videos along with podcasts and other presentation methods will receive up to 

17 points 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://spark.adobe.com/


PROJECT CHECKLIST 
make sure you’ve got all the information here and that someone is being held accountable 

 
Initials of team 
member who 
completed it 

description of the item what is the item 
worth?  

up to how many points 

 House of Representatives “mark up” bill uploaded to Google classroom 
 

7 pts 
 Senate “mark up” bill uploaded to Google classroom       

 
7 pts 

 FINAL COPY OF THE SOKOVIA ACCORDS LAW uploaded to Google 
classroom 

7 pts 
 big question, class period, and group members filled out on Google 

forms…in the Google classroom 
required before you 

even start 

 LEG BRANCH-House of Rep                      find a committee/subcommittee                                                                 
1)name of committee/subcommittee 2)chair/leader  3) explain why 

4 pts 
 LEG BRANCH-House of Rep                     one representative                                                                        

1)name 2)where he/she is from  3) explain why he/she would NOT agree 
4 pts 

 LEG BRANCH-Senate                                 find a committee/subcommittee                                                             
1)name of committee/subcommittee 2)chair/leader  3) explain why 

4 pts 
 LEG BRANCH-Senate                                 one representative                                                                        

1)name 2)where he/she is from  3) explain why he/she would NOT agree 
4 pts 

 EXEC BRANCH-this has 2 choices 
A] 1) title of the agency/board/ commission/committee/ind. agency you 
will use to administer the Sokovia Accords 2) chairperson(s) 3) WHY you 
chose this board 
OR 
B] 1) what agency/board/commission/committee/ind. agency you will 
CREATE 2] name of real-life congressperson as chair  3) WHY this new entity 
needs to be created and give an explanation as to what dept it would be 
under 

 
 

8 pts 

 EXEC BRANCH-the bureaucracy 
1) give a brief list of items/actions YOU think will be necessary to administer 
the new law  2)list at least 3 short-term goals 3) list at least 3 long-term 
goals 

 
8 pts 

 JUDICIAL BRANCH 
1) choose a real-life representative or senator who you think would be 
AGAINST the law 2) which Constitutional item will he/she use to oppose it  

 
4 pts 

 JUDICIAL BRANCH 
describe the progression from that particular representative’s/senator’s  
state court system until it gets to the Supreme Court  

 
4 pts 

 JUDICIAL BRANCH 
1) find a real-life group that you think would write an amicus curiae brief for 
your senator/rep and 2) why would this particular group write it? 

 
4 pts 

 JUDICIAL BRANCH                                                         researching justices 
1-4) 4 justices who would support your law 5) WHY they (as a group) would 
support it  6) one justice who would not (dissenting opinion) and 7) WHY 
he/she would NOT support it 

 
9 pts 

 JUDICIAL BRANCH                                                 find 2 Supreme Court cases 
1-2) find 2 Supreme Court cases you would use to SUPPORT your 
senator’s/representative’s opposition to the bill 3-4) BRIEFLY explain each 
case and WHY you chose it 

 
8 pts 

 


