
LEGAL LATIN YOU MAY SEE WHEN YOU LOOK AT SUPREME COURT CASES 
 
Amicus curiae  
‘Friend of the court or tribunal’ – A non-party who gives evidence before the court so as to assist it with 
research, argument, or submissions. For example, in the House of Lords decision on whether to allow the 
extradition of General Pinochet their lordships sought an independent expert opinion on the matter of 
diplomatic immunity. For that purpose they called upon an expert in this field, David Lloyd Jones QC, to assist 
the court. 
Certiorari  
‘To be informed’ 
De facto  
‘In fact’ – Existing as a matter of fact rather than of right. 
De jure 
 ‘Of law’ – As a matter of legal right; by right. 
Ex parte  

1. On the part of one side only – An ex parte hearing is defined in the Glossary to the Criminal 
Procedure Rules as a hearing where only one party is allowed to attend and make submissions. 
However, the term ex parte is no longer generally used in civil proceedings, having been replaced by 
the phrase without notice.  
2. On behalf of – This term is used in the headings of law reports together with the name of the person 
making the application to the court in the case in question, for example in applications for judicial 
review. 

Habeas corpus  
'You shall have the body (in court)' – A prerogative writ 

used to challenge the validity of a person's detention, either in official custody (e.g. when held pending 
deportation or extradition) or in private hands.  

In loco parentis  
‘In place of a parent’ – used loosely to describe anyone looking after children on behalf of the parents, e.g. 
foster parents or relatives. In law, however, only a guardian or a person in whose favor a residence order is 
made stands in loco parentis; their rights and duties are determined by statutory provisions. 
Mens rea  
‘A guilty mind’ – The state of mind that the prosecution must prove a defendant to have had at the time of 
committing a crime in order to secure a conviction 
Prima facie  
‘At first appearance’ – on the face of things 
Stare decisis  
‘To stand by things decided’ – A maxim expressing the underlying basis of the doctrine of precedent, i.e. that it 
is necessary to abide by former precedents when the same points arise again in litigation. 
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