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AP Exam Review Guide for Semester Exam  
(This review should not be considered as the sole source of material that you will need to 
be successful on the AP Exam in May, but it is a good starting point for the multiple 
choice portion.) 
 
Unit I 
 

1. How do we formally amend the Constitution? This process best illustrates what 
principle? 

2. Know the checks and balances between the three branches. 
3. What was Madison’s opinion of factions in Federalist 10? How could they be 

controlled? 
4. What was the most important effect of replacing the Articles of Confederation 

with the Constitution? 
5. Define the doctrine of original intent. 
6. List the core values of the US political culture 
7. What was the importance of Shay’s Rebellion to the development of the 

Constitution? 
8. Define federalism and how is power distributed 
9. Which principle was established in McCulloch v Maryland 
10. The 10th Amendment reserved powers to the states can best be described as 

powers not granted to the national government or _______ to the states. 
11. The framers believed that the primary functions of government is _____ 
12. The interpretations of the necessary and proper clause have been central in 

defining the principle of ______________ and it has allowed the national 
government to extend its ______________ powers.  

13. The framers of the Constitution devised a legislative process that can best be 
described as ___________ and ______________. 

14. List 4 consequences of our federal system.  
15. The original Constitution included provisions to ___________ the economic 

powers of the national government. 
16. Judicial review was established by the case of _____________ v __________. 
17. Did the original Constitution determine the qualifications for the electorate?  ____  

 
 
 
Unit II 
 

1. Explain voting turnout in primaries and general elections. Which type of voter is 
most likely to vote in the primaries? 

2. Identify voting patterns ( likely to vote and for what party)for the following 
groups: women, minorities, labor union workers, Catholics, Protestant, poor, 
wealthy, age, region of country, education 

3. Define and give examples of categorical, revenue sharing, project grants, and 
block grants. Which type of grant gives the states the most discretion in 
establishing policy? 
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4. What are unfunded mandates? 
5. What are the conditions of aid that are attached to grants? 
6. Define fiscal and cooperative federalism 
7. Define Electoral College. What impact does the Electoral College have on 

campaigning? 
8. What is the organizational structure of political parties? What impact does having 

local, state, and national party organizations have on party cohesiveness?  
9. What is the correlation between education and political participation? 
10. Who redraws Congressional boundaries? 
11. What are the normal results of gerrymandering congressional districts? 
12. Can a Presidential candidate win a plurality of the votes and still take the office if 

he has less than 50% of the popular vote? 
13. What are the ways that lobbyists try to influence legislators? 
14. Single member districts tend to support a legislature dominated by _______ 

(number) political parties. 
15. Explain “horse-race journalism” 
16. What is required by federal election laws for areas that have high numbers of 

linguistic minorities? 
17. The most important role of political socialization of children is played by the ___ 
18. Which type of PACs has grown the most since 1970s? 
19. Define critical elections. This type of election is most closely associated when the 

economy is ____________. 
20. Under the original constitution, voters elected which federal position?  Today? 
21. Over the past 3 decades, what significant trend as taken place regarding the 

presidential nominating process? 
22. What is the best predictor for who a voter will select in Presidential elections? 
23. How do interest groups and parties promote democracy in the US? 
24. Public money can only be spent to help finance what type of campaigns? 
25. Diversity of public policy is a result of our __________ style of government. 
26. What has been the impact of 18-21 year old voting? 
27. In coverage of the campaigns by the media, the focus is typically focusing on __? 
28. If a presidential candidate wins 48% of the popular vote, the other candidate wins 

40%, and a 3rd party candidate wins 12%, how is the Electoral College vote 
allocated? 

29. What has been the result of party identification statistics since the 1970s? 
30. Define plurality elections 
31. What is the limitation amount placed on contributions by individuals, PACs? 
32. What has been the effect of direct primaries on selecting presidential candidates? 
33. Which factor has contributed to the rise of interest groups and the decline of 

parties in recent years? 
34. The role of the media on public opinion is best characterize by ________ 
35. Which group of voters has consistently voted for Democratic candidates in 

presidential elections? 
36. Reforms in the presidential nomination process over the past 30 years have 

increased the number of _____________ and ________ at the Democratic 
convention. 
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37. The most common form of political participation undertaken by US citizens is  
38. Frequent election patterns over the past 40 years has resulted in ______________ 
39. The primary reason we have a two party system is our _______________ 
40. Interest groups have the greatest influence on policy matters involving 

___________ issues, ________ interest groups, and __________ information. 
41. The US voter turnout is ____________ than Western democracies. 
42. A realignment did not take place in the 1980s because Republican dominance in 

____________ elections did not extend to ______________ elections 
43. What is the main difference between the elite theory and pluralist theory? 
44. In the 1980s the Democratic Party saw a decline of party strength among 

___________________________. 
45. Since the 1950s an important change in the political culture has been that citizens 

are less _________________ of government institutions and leaders 
46. Since the 1960s which of the following has not increased? % of independents, 

influence of political consultants, number of primaries, turnout of voters, role of 
television 

 
       
 
Unit III 
 

1. Under what conditions will Congress uphold a presidential veto? 
2. What clause has been the most responsible for expanding the powers of the 

national government? 
3. What is the role of the House Rules committee? 
4. What is the franking privilege?  
5. Legislative vetoes are unconstitutional because they violate the principle of _____ 
6. What are the major constitutional differences between the House and Senate 

regarding impeachment, raising revenue, presidential appointments and treaties? 
7. What is the purpose of a filibuster and how can it be stopped? 
8. What executive appointments require senate approval? 
9. What does the Ways and Means Committee do? 
10. What is the role of the conference committee? 
11. Why are committees more important in the House than Senate? 
12.  Standing committees are often called _________-________ committees. 
13. How can Congress attempt to overturn a Supreme Court decision? 
14. Why do incumbents win reelection at a high rate and why do House members win 

reelection more than Senators? 
15. Regarding the rules of procedures in each chamber, which is more formal? 
16. What are the procedures for removing the president from office? 
17. What are examples of formal tools that Congress can use for oversight of the 

bureaucracy? 
18. What power of Congress is the most contested in courts? 
19. The line item veto challenges what Constitutional principle? 
20. What are the 3 parts of the iron triangle? 
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21. Which statement is not true concerning vetoes? Congress overrides less than 10%, 
revised and passed in a different form, presidents threaten veto to gain leverage, 
presidents will veto part of a bill, Congress will use favorable riders in bills that 
the presidents do not want to gain presidential approval 

22. Standing committees are important because it fosters the development of  
23. Elections for the House of Representatives provide ____________ for every 

voter. 
24. A candidate’ _________ status has the most influence on the outcome of a 

congressional election 
25. The Court agreed that Congress could outlaw segregation in public 

accommodations because it affected _________________ (Heart of Atlanta Motel 
v US).   

26. How are committee chairs chosen and what powers do they have? 
27. What are the differences in the legislative process in the House and Senate? 
28. Communication between congressional representatives and constituents occurs 

mainly through _______________________. 
29. Define pork barrel legislation and how does it help the reelection of members of 

Congress. 
30. Baker v Carr involves the principle of __________________________. 
31. Define “closed rule” as determined in debate in the House of Representatives? 

 
 
Unit IV 
 

1. Of all the presidents’ advisors (WH staff, cabinet, agency heads, etc) which group   
is most loyal and thus the President will rely on the most? 

2. What are some of the causes that results in the President’s popularity dropping 
over the course of his term in office? 

3. List the constitutional roles of the President 
4. Explain the relation between the president and Congress regarding the War 

Powers Act. What action can the president take that does not need Congressional 
approval? 

5. Recent presidents have increased the use of executive orders because it does not 
need approval from the _________ branch.  

6. Define controllable and uncontrollable expenditures. Which of the uncontrollable 
spending takes the biggest bite out of the budget? 

7. Define entitlement and give an example 
8. What are some reasons Presidential candidates will utilize in selecting vice-

presidential candidates? 
9. What are the methods that the president can use to influence Congress to pass his 

legislative programs? 
10. How did Congress try to regain power lost to the President in the Budget and 

Impoundment Act? 
11. What factors and/or issues have contributed to the expansion of presidential 

powers? 
12. Why do cabinet members have little influence on presidential decision making?  
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13. The main source of power for the federal bureaucracy lies in its ability ____ after 
receiving a general mandate from Congress. 

14. Congress will defer to the president in the area of _________ policy. 
15. Presidents could do a better job of controlling spending if he had the _________ 

veto. 
16. ________________ does not require senate approval, but it may require 

congressional allocation of funds to implement. 
17. What is the primary responsibility of the OMB? 
18. The Freedom of Information Act was designed to give 
19. ______________ agencies tend to be freer from presidential control than cabinet 

departments. 
20. List 4 reasons presidents have difficulty in controlling the bureaucracy. 
21. The Federal Reserve Board has the most direct influence on ________________. 
22. What was the Court’s opinion regarding executive privilege in US v Nixon 
23. What is the best indicator of an agency’s budget? 
24. What is the primary function of regulatory agencies? 
25. Congress greatest influence on the operation of a federal agency is by reviewing 

the agency’s annual ____________. 
 
Unit V 
 

1. Most cases appealed to the Supreme Court will be _______ certiorari.  
2. Amicus curiae briefs are used by _____________ to lobby the courts. 
3. The Fourteenth Amendment was passed to overturn the Supreme case of 

_____________ and would later be used to ___________ the Bill of Rights. This 
is referred to as _______________ incorporation. 

4. How can presidential appointments to the court be used to support the President’s 
policy for many years after he has left office?   

5. Know the Bill of Rights 
6. Define the ‘wall of separation” 
7. An increase in the percentages of African-American voting rates in the ‘70s and 

80’s can be attributed to what Congressional Act? 
8. Miranda v Arizona 
9. What characteristics and factors do the presidents use to select Supreme Court 

justices and lower level judges? 
10. The decision that upheld the right of women to have an abortion was _____ v 

_____ and it was based on the right to _______ that is implied in the Bill of 
Rights 

11. What some checks on the powers of the federal courts? 
12.  What is the reason why federal judges have a life term based on good behavior? 
13. Which of the Supreme Courts jurisdiction is the source for its caseload? 
14. How can the President change the direction of decisions being made by the 

judiciary? 
15. What action by the Supreme Court did the most to expand the Civil Rights 

movement? 
16. What is the current interpretation of free speech by the Supreme Court? 
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17. Discrimination in public accommodation was made illegal by the passage of  ___  
18. Most cases accepted by the Supreme Court are based on the “rule of four” 

Explain. 
19. In what areas did the Warren Court have the most impact? 
20. What does the establish clause prevent the government from doing? 
21. Griswold v Connecticut established the right of _________.  
22. Explain the exclusionary rule and why do law and order groups disagree with its 

implementation? 
23. Most criminal cases in the US are ____________ 
24. Define judicial activism and judicial restraint 
25. The majority viewpoint of US citizens regarding free speech and freedom of 

assembly is  
26. New courts are created by _______________. 
27. The decision in Schenck v US allowed the government to restrict speech that 

presented a ____________________ 
 
28. How did each of the following protect the legal rights of women? 

Equal Pay Act, Civil Rights Act, Education Amendments Act of 1972 
29. The principle of ___________protects citizens from imprisonment without a trial? 
30. What was the purpose of the Literacy test? 
31.  Separate but equal that was established in ___________ v ___________ was 

overturned in the case of ________________ v _______________ which resulted 
in the end of segregation in schools. 

32. The relationship between the Supreme Court and public opinion can best be 
described as 

33. Amendments 13-15 were passed primarily to protect the rights of 
______________ from infringements by ____________ governments. 
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Bits and Pieces to Master the Exam 
Random Thoughts, Trivia, and Other Facts 
(that may help you be successful AP EXAM) 

 
“…but what is government itself but the greatest of all reflections on human nature? If 
men were angels, no government would be necessary…” James Madison- Federalist No. 
51 
 
Presidential elections have the largest percentage of voters. 
 
It takes two-thirds of BOTH houses of Congress to override a veto. 
 
Minorities, including women, are more likely to vote Democratic. 
 
The Supreme Court controls its own docket, and hears a small percentage of appeals. 
 
The easiest way to lobby the court is through litigation and amicus curia briefs. 
 
Congress uses the “Commerce clause” and the “implied powers clause” to expand 
power…but most often the Commerce clause. 
 
The single-member district and winner-take-all are largely responsible for the lack of lack 
of success of Third Parties. 
 
The best way a President can extend his legacy is by appointing judges. 
 
The President nominates ALL federal judges…Supreme, Appeals, and District…Most 
state judges are elected. 
 
The President “hires” his White House staff…these do not need to be confirmed by the 
Senate. 
 
The Amending Process is an excellent example of the Federal system (division of power). 
 
Division of powers and divided government are NOT the same. 
 
States control elections…time, place, and manner…                                                      
States also control redistricting…What about the Voting Rights Act of 1965? 
 
Actions of states, the President, and the Congress are only unconstitutional if the  
Supreme Court rules so…and the Courts only hears what it wants to hear. 
 
People with a high level of education are more likely to vote, be active in political parties, 
and join interest groups. 
 
Prayer and Privacy are NOT specifically mentioned in the Constitution. 
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Even though there are many political parties in the U.S., it is still considered to be a “two 
party system.” 
 
Federal District Courts are Trial Courts, (lawyers, evidence, jury, witnesses.) 
 
The Solicitor General is the lawyer for the United States before the Supreme Court. 
 
The Attorney General is the head of the Dept. of Justice and is the chief law enforcement 
officer of the United States. 
 
A President’s popularity is the highest right after the election…and generally declines 
during the middle of term…this popularity is often called the “honeymoon period.” 
 
A mid-term election is usually a referendum on how well the President is doing. 
The Senate works more closely with the President…confirming appointment and 
ratifying treaties. 
 
The Line-item Veto has been declared unconstitutional at the national level…but many 
state governors have the power. 
 
Entitlement spending is uncontrollable due to laws…mandatory spending lessens 
discretionary spending. 
 
Congress creates programs and agencies…and funds them. 
 
Oversight function make sure that agencies act within Congressional guidelines. 
 
Discrimination against someone due to race is examined by strict scrutiny of the 
courts…gender has “intermediate” standard. 
 
A filibuster in unlimited debate in the Senate…the House has the Rules Committee that 
limits debate. 
 
Media is NOT an institution of government…it is a business…and a linkage institution. 
 
There are NO Constitutional requirements to be a federal judge…The Chief Justice 
position was created by the Judiciary act of 1789. 
 
The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) is to Congress as the Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB) is to the President. 
 
The House is the only chamber that can impeach a federal official…the Senate tries them. 
 
Judges have life terms to protect them form politics and public pressure. 
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The President does NOT sign a Constitutional Amendment…he only acts on actions of 
Congress. 
 
The provisions of the 14th Amendment are designed to protect Civil Liberties from the 
power of the states. 
 
In presidential elections, most people still use the party as a voting cue. 
 
A grand jury does not decide guilt or innocence…it investigates and indicts. 
 
Critical elections occur when groups of voters change their traditional patterns of 
voting…usually after a disruption in the economy. 
 
Interest groups support candidates…political parties run or campaign candidates. 
 
Contributing money to campaigns is protected by 1st Amendment. 
 
Most criminal cases end with plea bargains…though it is NOT a constitutional right. 
 
Pluralism means diversity…plurality means most of the votes, but NOT a majority. 
 
The House has the Constitutional power to Raise Revenue…through the Ways and 
Means Committee. 
 
Pork barrel legislation is usually in the form of riders, is essential to constituency service 
and re-election…earmarks are funds set aside for favor groups or programs. 
 
Last year’s fiscal budget is the best way to predict this year’s budget…incrementalism 
adds a little bit to the previous years’ budget. 
 
Eminent Domain deals with property and property rights. 
 
A caucus is NOT an election…it is a group sharing an interest or characteristic. 
 
A continuing resolution is used when the President and Congress can not agree on a 
budget. 
 
Even though the President is Commander in Chief…he can’t declare war. 
 
The Senate Judiciary Committee holds hearings on the President’s nominees to the 
court…if they approve…the nominee then goes to the full Senate for a vote.  
 
The Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act banned soft money in the national level and 
increased the amount of legal hard money…527’s are used to bypass provisions of the 
BCRA. 
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Furthermore, Citizens United, a nonprofit corporation and conservative advocacy group, 
successfully sued the Federal Election Commission in 2008 claiming its campaign 
finance rules represented unconstitutional restrictions on the First Amendment guarantee 
of freedom of speech. 

The U.S. Supreme Court’s landmark decision ruled that the federal government cannot 
limit corporations - or, for that matter, unions, associations or individuals - from spending 
money to influence the outcome of elections. The ruling led to the creation of super 
PACs. 

Interest groups will lobby members of Congress to advise them and educate them on the 
issues. 
 
The majority leader in the Senate has the most political power in the Senate. 
 
A presidential candidate runs in primaries in order to win delegates…delegates attend the 
National Convention in order to  nominate a candidate for the general election. 
 
Everybody benefits from a court decision on due process…a decision based on equal 
protection usually is aimed at a specific social class. 
 
Only members of Congress run in a mid-term election. 
 
The Freedom of Information Acts gives citizens information from the Executive Branch. 
 
Standing Committees are permanent committees….members of these committees are able 
to gain expertise in the subject matter of the committees. 
 
Interest groups focus on narrow and specific issues…political parties have a larger range 
of issues. 
 
Reapportionment and Redistricting are terms that relate to the House of Representatives 
only. 
 
Incumbency is strong, very difficult to defeat…media, name recognition and franking 
privilege. 
 
The Civil Rights Act was passed to enforce the provisions of the 14th Amendment…the 
Voting Rights Act was passed to enforce the provisions of the 15th Amendment. 
 
Incumbency is still the best method to predict the outcome of a presidential election and 
of congressional elections. 
 
The Federal Reserve Board influences monetary policy…like controlling interest 
rates…it does NOT print money. 
 

http://uspolitics.about.com/od/politicaljunkies/g/first_amendment.htm
http://uspolitics.about.com/od/politicaljunkies/g/first_amendment.htm
http://uspolitics.about.com/od/usgovernment/a/supreme_court.htm
http://uspolitics.about.com/od/firstamendment/a/What-Is-A-Super-Pac.htm
http://uspolitics.about.com/od/firstamendment/a/What-Is-A-Super-Pac.htm
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Gerrymandering is a slang term for malapportionment. 
 
Generally minorities vote less. 
 
The President has a great deal of leverage on creating policy because he can control the 
media. 
 
The term “solid south” referred to the south when they voted almost always 
Democrat…reactions to Affirmative Action and Civil Rights policy has changed this… 
 
Most cases reach the Supreme Court through appeal… or appellate jurisdiction. 
 
The Supreme Court can only make decisions…it must depend on the Executive Branch, 
the Congress, and even the states to implement the decisions. 
 
Senatorial Courtesy deals more with the nomination of a federal district judge, than the 
nomination of a Supreme Court judge. 
 
The National Convention meets every four years…nominates a candidate for President 
and set the party platform. 
 
The Contract for America was a Republican platform in 1994.  
 
A state has the same number of Electoral votes as it has Representatives and Senators. 
 
An Executive Agreement is the SAME as a Treaty…but it is passed by Congress…a 
treaty has to be ratified by the Senate. 
 
An Executive Order can be used to bypass legislative action. 
 
The House of Representatives depends more on the Committee system than does the 
Senate…because of its size. 
 
Elections today are more candidate centered on issue centered than party centered. 
 
The War Powers Act was passed to limit the war making powers of 
the President…this was a reaction to the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution. 
 
Gubernatorial means Governor…the Governor is the Chief Executive of the State. 
 
Once Congress creates an agency, it allows the agency discretion on how to carry out the 
program. 
 
Appropriations means “to spend”…apportionment deals with redistricting in the House. 
 
Defense spending is still discretionary spending. 
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Block grants have replaced categorical grants…this creates devolution…giving power 
back to the states… 
 
The State of the Union is a Constitutional mandate to the President. 
 
The media has a huge impact on the nomination of the President. 
 
The Bill of Rights was based on sentiments of the Anti-Federalists. 
 
Electors “elect” the President…delegates “nominate” the candidate for President. 
 
Almost any action of conscience can be protected as Free Speech. 
 
Independent Regulatory Agencies help protect the Consumer from businesses and 
industry. 
 
Electors are under NO legal requirement to vote for the choice of their party… 
 
Because of issue-centered and candidate-centered campaigns…coattails are less 
important. 
 
Third parties very seldom win elections, but they may impact the party platforms of the 
other two parties. 
 
There are more PACS from businesses than any other source. 
 
The House deals more with domestic issues…the Senate with foreign policy. 
 
Congress can create, alter, move, or almost anything to agencies they create. 
 
The Speaker of the House will almost always be elected from the majority party. 
 
A campaign encompasses all of the “linkage mechanisms”…interest groups support 
candidates, the media follows candidates, political parties nominate and run candidate, 
and elections finalize the campaign. 
 
In a presidential election…candidates run in primaries and caucuses to be 
“nominated”…after the National Convention the candidates from each party run against 
each other in the General election. 
 
There are NO term limits for members of Congress…the best limitation is elections. 
 
The name “527” comes from part of the tax code that protects issue advocacy. 
 



 323 

Evidence seized illegally cannot be used against someone…this is the “exclusionary 
rule.” 
 
An individuals freedoms stop when they infringe on the freedom of others. 
 
A Supreme Court is a “hearing” not a trial. 
 
Ticket splitting occurs when a voter votes for candidates from both parties on the same 
ballot…it is easy to do in a general election…in most states impossible to do in the 
primary. 
 
The Congressional Research Service is non-partisan and assists members of Congress in 
researching bills. 
 
It will take a constitutional amendment to change or alter the Electoral College, however, 
the states still control how electoral votes are allocated. 
 
Gentlemen’s agreement…in the Senate, the Majority Leader and Minority leader decide 
how to handle legislation. 
 
Bills do NOT die in the Rules Committee. 
 
The General Accountability Office helps Congress perform its oversight functions. 
 
Fiscal policy is referred to as “tax and spend.” 
 
Gubernatorial means “governor.” 
 
Litigation means “the act or process of bringing or contesting a legal action in court” 
 
Public opinion is often measured by random sampling polls…the media predicts election 
winners using “exit polls.” 
 
Social Security comes from a payroll tax, it is distributive policy, it is social insurance 
not social welfare…social welfare policy is redistributive policy. 
 
If there is a tie in the Supreme Court, the decision in the last court becomes the ruling. 
 
Political parties is STILL the BEST indicator of how people will vote…this includes 
members of Congress and voting for the President. 
 
States are free from lawsuits…unless the state gives permission to sue…all states are 
sovereign…it is called sovereign immunity. 
 
A first time voter will normally vote the way that the parents vote. 
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Only the Democrats use “superdelegates”….these are used to make sure that the most 
“electable” candidate gets the nomination. 
 
In the Electoral College, all states use a “winner-take-all” format except Maine and 
Nebraska. 
 
An earmark is money set aside for a specific district or constituency. 
 
We have to be careful when discussing the framers' desire for slow, deliberate change and 
the filibuster, which is not in the Constitution and was not even intended when the Senate 
began the tradition of unlimited debate (in other words it was not intended to give a 
minority the power to stop the majority from taking action). The term "filibuster" did not 
exist until the middle of the 19th century, and Rule 22 which provides for cloture did not 
exist until the 20th century, and was first used during the debate on the Treaty of 
Versailles. 
 
So if asked to describe Constitutional provisions that demonstrates the framers' desire for 
slow, deliberate change, it would not be correct to cite the filibuster as an example. 
 
Remember that the test writers often ask for either formal or informal provisions used by 
the Congress or the Executive.  Formal means the item is found in the Constitution.  
Informal actions or provisions have developed outside the Constitution, often by custom. 
Examples:  

requirements to hold office for House of Representatives 
 Constitutional:  25 years old, 7 years a citizen and an inhabitant of the  
     state from which elected (resident) 
 Informal:  WASP (White, Anglo-Saxon, Protestant), male, lawyer,  
        college-educated 
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527's IRS code to raise and spend money to advance political 
causes  

Amicus Curiae Brief Legal brief submitted by a “friend of the court” to raise 
additional points of view not in the briefs 

Barron v. Baltimore (1833) "Bill of Rights only applies to the federal government, not 
states " 

Blue Dog Democrat A small group of Democrats (centrists) who promote 
fiscal responsibility 

Brown v. Board of Education 1954 & Brown II 1954 court ruling saying segregation is inherently 
unconstitutional. (14th Amendment equal protections) 

Civil Liberties Freedoms guaranteed to individuals (God given)  
[Protection from government. 

Civil Rights Powers guaranteed/protected from removal at the hands of 
government.  [Protections by the government] 

Closed Rule Bans an amendment to a bill on the house floor 
Clothes Pin Vote Vote for less objectionable candidate because of a dislike 

for both 
Command and Control Policy Regulation where the government tells business how to 

reach certain goals and enforces it 
Constitutional Law provided under an official document 
Debt/Deficit Excess of federal expenditures over federal revenues 
Demographic "Social breakdown of society by region, race, etc.." 
Devolution "Powers to state -> U.S. v Lopez, Printz v. Arizona 

(Background Checks)" 
Earmarked Money Money set aside for a specific project 
Efficacy Belief that individual political participation really matters 
Elastic Clause "Article 1, section 8 allows Congress to pass all laws, 

“necessary and proper” to carryout enumerated powers" 
Entitlements Guarantee of access to benefits because of rights or by 

agreement through law 
Extra-Constitutional Added after the Constitution/Outside 
Formal Clearly stated by law 
Freedom of Information Act a federal law enacted in 1974 that requires Federal 

agencies to provide, to the public, access to and copies of 
existing agency records 

Gitlow v. N.Y. (1925) Fundamental rights are protected by due process of 14th 
Amendment 

Hyper Pluralism Groups are so strong that government is weakened  
Incorporation Applying the Bill of Rights to states. (14th Amendment) 
Informal Not clearly stated 
Institutional Built into the system 
Iron Triangle "The policy-making relationship between the legislature, 

the bureaucracy, and interest groups" 
Issue Networks Groups of individuals or organizations that support 

particular policy position on certain issues 
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Joint Resolution Legislative measure which requires approval by Senate 
and House that is presented to the President 

Law of Unintended Consequences  Action taken that results in an outcome that is not intended 
Linkage Channels through which issues and people's policy 

preferences get on government policy agenda 
Litigation The conduct of a lawsuit 
Mandates Demand placed upon states by the federal government 
Motor Voter 1993 requires states to allow people to register to vote 

when applying for a license to operate a motor vehicle 
Multiple Referral Process of sending legislation to be considered by more 

than one committee  
Narrow Casting Creating broadcast information for a specific target 

audience 
Nimby Not In My Backyard!  -  individuals or groups that work to 

prevent something from being developed in their area.  
Ex.  Nuclear power plant in your neighborhood 

OMB-CBO Office of management and budget (President).  
Congressional budget office 

Open Primary Elections to select party nominees in which voters can 
decide on election day 

Pluralism Politics as conflict among interest groups (bargain and 
compromise) 

Pork Barrel "List of fedreal projects, grants, etc available in a 
Congressional district" 

Prior Restraint The government preventing materials from being 
published 

Push-polling Using polls for negative campaigning to influence an 
outcome 

Realignment-De alignment RE = Displacement of majority party by minority party 
(critical election period)  DE = Gradual disengagement of 
people/politicians from parties 

Selective Incorporation Amendments that have been applied to the Bill of Rights  
SMPD – Single Member Plurality District "Do not have to win the majority of the votes, only the 

highest percentage of votes" 
Soft Money Political contributions earmarked for party building 

expenses at the grass roots level (no limit) 
Speech Obscenity Law Obscenity is not necessarily by speech or press based on 

average citizen view 
TERM Definition 
Unfunded Mandates Requirement by the federal government that is unfunded 
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Constitutional Underpinnings 
Key terms 

 
Unit I Constitutional Underpinnings 
 
social contract theory    
Magna Carta  
English Bill of Rights    
government 
separation of powers 
checks and balances 
Federalist 
Anti-federalist 
Federalist Papers 
judicial review 
Privileges and Immunities 
unicameral 
bicameral 
New Jersey Plan 
Virginia Plan 
Connecticut Compromise 
Three Fifths Compromise 
Declaration of Independence 
Madisonian Model 
Articles of Confederation 
enumerated powers 
implied powers 
concurrent powers 
exclusive powers 
reserved powers 
inherent powers 
McCulloch powers 
Marbury v Madison 
Habeas corpus 
linkage institutions 
pluralist theory 
hyperpluralist theory 
elite theory 
federalism 
dual federalism 
cooperative federalism 
fiscal federalism 
New Federalism 
Devolution 
conditions of aid 
mandates 

 
 
 
 
 
unfunded mandates 
parliamentarian government 
categorical grants 
block grants 
project grants 
public agenda 
direct representation 
representative democracy 
rule of law 
limited government 
republic 
popular sovereignty 
Federalist #10 (factions) 
Full Faith and Credit 
Supremacy Clause 
Preamble 
bills of attainder  
ex post facto laws 
Gibbons v Ogden 
necessary and Proper clause (elastic clause) 
policy agenda 
democracy 
majority rule 
politics 
Bill of Rights 
writ of habeas 
natural rights 
unitary government 
extradition 
policy-making institutions 
Shay’s rebellion 
“purpose of government” 
Preamble 
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Unit II Political Beliefs and Behaviors 
 
electorate 
poll tax 
political socialization 
political efficacy 
polls 
exit polls 
random sampling 
sampling error 
demography 
minority majority 
political ideology 
political culture 
liberalism 
conservatism 
public opinion 
bandwagon effect 
party dealignment 
party realignment 
critical elections 
party identification 
“winner take all” 
electoral college 
closed primary 
open primary 
blanket primary 
caucus 
swing voters 
independent voters 
race horse journalism 
voter profile 
rational-choice theory 
plurality elections 
ticket-splitting 
third parties 
single member districts 
Literacy test 
proportional representation 
Federal Election Commission 
hard money 
soft money 
issue ads 
political action committees (PAC) 
grass roots  
artificial turf 

 
 
initiative 
referendum 
retrospective voting 
mandate theory of  elections 
political efficacy 
interest groups (types) 
selective benefits 
free-rider 
trial balloons 
spin doctors 
news doctors 
civil disobedience 
gender gap 
presidential primaries 
policy voting 
Motor Voter Act 
Buckley v Valeo 
lobbying 
McGovern-Frasier Commission 
media events 
scripted events 
sound bites 
policy entrepreneurs 
investigative journalism 
national conventions 
responsible party model 
divided government 
suffrage 
voter registration 
interst group 
subgovernments (iron triangle) 
collective good 
single-issue group 
electioneering 
public interest groups 
amicus curiae briefs 
mid term elections 
general elections 
presidential elections 
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Unit III Congress 
 
incumbents 
incumbent advantage 
caseworking 
pork barreling (ear marked) 
logrolling 
House Rules committee 
filibuster  
cloture rule 
Speaker of the House 
president pro Tempore 
majority and minority leaders 
majority and minority whips 
standing committees 
joint committees 
conference committees 
select committees 
legislative oversight 
seniority system 
senatorial courtesy 
resolution 
joint resolution 
concurrent resolutions 
Committee of the Whole 
quorum 
franking privilege 
gerrymandering 
reapportionment 
commerce clause 
spending clause 
“power of the purse” 
discharge petitions 
open rule 
closed rule 
Baker v Carr 
one man, one vote (Wesberry v Sanders) 
Heart of Atlanta Hotel v US 
specialized caucus 
continuous body 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
legislative veto 
constituent 
riders 
“cautious and deliberative “ 
Ways and Means Committee 
Appropriation Committee 
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Unit IV Presidency, Bureaucracy, and 
Public Policy 
 
Amendment 22 
Amendment 25 
veto 
line item veto 
pocket veto 
executive privilege 
executive agreement 
executive order 
US v Nixon 
treaty 
presidential coattails 
State of the Union address 
spoils system 
impeachment 
War Powers Act 
cabinet 
National Security Council 
Council of Economic Advisors 
Office of Management and Budget 
Congressional Budget Office 
bureaucracy 
incrementalism 
Gramm-Rudman Act 
continuing resolutions 
appropriation bills 
medicare 
medicaid 
entitlements 
discretionary spending 
mandatory spending 
controllable spending 
uncontrollable spending 
Congressional Budget and 
Impoundment Act 
deficit 
16th Amendment 
independent regulatory agencies 
government corporations 
deregulation 
Hatch Act 
Federal Employees Political Activity Act 

 
 
 
 
 
civil service 
“presidential honeymoon” 
Social Security Act 
authorization bill 
Pendleton Act 
monetary policy 
Federal Reserve System 
Federal Trade Commission 
fiscal policy 
social welfare policy 
means-tested programs 
income distribution 
poverty line 
Temporary Assistance to Needy Families 
progressive tax 
regressive tax 
proportional tax 
Health Maintenance Organizations (HMO) 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Clean Air Act 
National health insurance 
foreign policy 
NATO 
CIA 
isolationism 
OPEC 
containment 
Cold War 
Joint Chief of Staff 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 331 

Unit V Judiciary , Civil Liberties and 
Civil Rights 
 
Writ of Certiorari 
Writ of Mandamus 
rule of four 
stare decisis 
precedent 
majority opinion 
dissenting opinion 
appellant jurisdiction 
original jurisdiction 
judicial activism 
judicial restraint 
court activism 
petite jury 
doctrine of political questions 
solicitor general 
magistrate 
standing to sue 
justiciable disputes 
district courts 
Courts of Appeals 
legislative courts 
Constitutional Courts 
original intent 
judicial implementation 
statutory construction 
Establishment clause 
free exercise clause 
slander, libel 
Prior restraint 
symbolic speech 
commercial speech 
civil liberties 
civil rights 
exclusionary rule 
honest mistake exception 
probable cause 
due process 
equal protection clause 
obscenity test 
Lemon test 
strict scrutiny test 
rational basis test 
intermediate scrutiny test 

 
 
 
affirmative action 
reverse discrimination 
Title IX  
Civil Rights Act 1964 
Voting Rights Act 1965 
Open Housing Act 1968 
Equal Pay Act 
American With Disabilities Act,  
Equal Access Act 
incorporation doctrine 
selective incorporation 
Bill of Rights, Amendment 13-15, 19, 26 
Supreme Court cases (not all inclusive) 
Engle v Vitale, 
Abington ISD v Schempp 
Reynolds v US 
Oregon v Smith 
Sherbert v Verner 
evolution 
Religious Freedom Restoration Act 
“wall of separation” 
religious displays/public property 
Wisconsin v Yoder 
Schneck v US 
Gitlow v US 
Texas v Johnson 
Tinker v Des Moines ISD 
Near v Minnesota 
Miller v California 
New York Times v US 
New Times v Sullivan 
NAACP v Alabama 
Mapp v Ohio 
Mirada v Arizona 
Gideon v Wainwright 
Furman v Georgia 
Gregg v Georgia 
Griswold v Connecticut 
Roe v Wade 
Planned Parenthood v Casey 
Plessy v Ferguson 
Brown v Topeka Board of Education 
Regents of California v Bakke 
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