
 

 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS NATIONAL EXAM 
REVIEW 

 

UNIT 1 – POLITICAL THEORY AND CONSTITUTIONAL UNDERPINNINGS 

 

● Power- the capacity to get people to do something that they would not otherwise do. 
● Public Goods- goods like clean air, clean water, that everyone must share  
● Political participation methods- voting, protest, and civil disobedience, contact officials, join an 

interest group 
● Policy Agenda- list of subjects or problems to which government officials and people outside 

of government are paying close attention. 
● Political system- a set of institutions and activities that link together people, politics, and policy. 
● Linkage institutions- the channels or access points through which issues and peoples policy 

preference get on policy agenda, political parties, interest groups, mass media, elections. 
● Traditional democratic theory- equal voting, effective participation, enlightened understanding final 

control over agenda, and inclusion. 
● Pluralism- politics is mainly a competition of groups, each one wanting its own policy.  
● Popular Sovereignty- government can govern only with the consent of the governed 

● Hyperpluralism- politics contending that groups are so strong that government is weakened.   
● Elitism or class theory- theory that societies are divided along class lines and that upper class rule, 

regardless of the formal government organization. 
● Majority rule with due regard for minority rights- choosing alternative requires that the 

majority desire to be respected, and minority rights to be taken into consideration. 
● Government- the institutions and processes through which public policies are made for a society. 
● Politics- who get what, when, and how. 
● Majoritarian politics- politics that look only to the majority. 
● Public Policy- a choice that government makes in response to a political issue. 
● Political Issue- an issue that arises when people disagree about a problem and a public policy 

choice 
● Democracy- a system of selecting policy makers and of organizing government so that policy 

represents and responds to the public’s preference.  
● Direct Democracy- all citizens have a voice in policy making like the old town hall meetings, the 

closer the correspondence between representatives and their electoral majority, the closer the 
approximation to democracy 

● Indirect Democracy- more of a representative democracy 

● Majority Rule- in choosing among alternatives, the will of over half the voters should be followed.  
● Republic- a form of government that desires its power directly or indirectly from the people.  
● Locke’s “state of nature”: "The state of Nature has a law of Nature to govern it", and that law is 

Reason. Locke believes that reason teaches that "no one ought to harm another in his life, health, 
liberty or possessions"; and that transgressions of this may be punished. 

 

UNIT II- CONSTITUTION AND FEDERALISM 

 

● Constitution- nation’s basic law, creates political institutions, divides power, and provides 
guarantees to citizens.  

● Declaration of Independence- 1776 American colonies governances against British monarch, written 
by Thomas Jefferson to declare independence. Heavily influenced by John Locke 

●  Consent of the governed- required basis for government, this is where government derives 
its authority.  

● Articles of Confederation- first constitution in US adopted in 1777 and enacted 1781, establish a 
unicameral legislature and a Continental Congress, but most power and sovereignty rested with 
states. 

● Factions- groups arising from unequal distribution of property or wealth that James Madison 
attacked in Federalist 10. 



 

 

● Virginia Plan-representation of each state in congress should be in proportion to that states share of 
US population.  

● Three-fifths Compromise-representation and taxation were based on “number of free 
persons” plus 3/5 of number of enslaved persons. 

● Checks and balances-limits governments’ power by making power balanced among different 
government institutions, which can check and restrain the other branches. 

● Federalists-supporters of US Constitution and a strong central government during the 
constitutional ratification period 

● The Federalist Papers-collection of 85 articles by John Jay, Alexander Hamilton, and James 
Madison under the name publius to convince New York to ratify the Constitution.  

● Marbury v. Madison- 1803 case where Chief Justice John Marshall asserted Supreme Court’s 
right to determine meaning of the Constitution, established judicial review and confirm 
National government superiority 

● Social Contract- John Locke, we agree to be governed, government agrees to be fair and govern us. 
● Unitary Government-organizes nation so that all power resides in central government. 
● Intergovernmental Relations-workings of federal system, entire state of interactions among national, 

state, and local government. 
● 10th Amendment-powers not delegated by the Constitution, nor prohibited by the states are 

reserved to states or the people. 
● Enumerated powers-powers of federal government specifically addressed in Constitution, Article I 

section 8: Congress has power to coin money, regulate its value and impose taxes. 
● Elastic Clause- final paragraph of Articles I section 8 which authorizes Congress to pass all 

laws “necessary and proper” to carry out enumerated powers. 
● Full faith and credit clause- requires each state to recognize official documents and civil judgments 

by courts of other states. 
● Privileges and Immunities-gives citizens of each state most privileges of citizens of other 

states. 
● Cooperative Federalism- system of government in which power and policy assignment are shared 

between states and national government.  
● Categorical Grants-federal grants that can only be used for specific purposes or “categories” 

of state and local spending. 
● Formula Grants- federal categorical grants distributed according to a formula specified in legislation 

or administration.  
● Revenue Sharing-grant system, states share money and responsibility with federal 

government  
● Interstate Commerce Clause-federal government has power to regulate commerce between states. 
● Mandates (funded vs. unfunded)-requirements that direct state or local governments to 

comply with federal rules under threat of penalties or as condition of receipt of federal grant, 
congress sometimes makes some funds available to pay for new policies, but states usually 
must budget more funds just to receive federal grant money. 

● Devolution-phenomenon by which the responsibility for program funding began to fall to the 
individual states without assistance from the federal government 

● U. S.  Constitution- written in 1787, ratified in 1788. Set forth the structure of the government 
and tasks each institution would perform. 

● Natural rights-rights inherent in human beings. Life, liberty, and property. 
● Limited Government-idea that restrictions should be put on government to protect natural 

rights of citizens. 
● Shay’s Rebellion- series of attacks on courthouses by Captain Daniel Shay and a band of farmers to 

block foreclosure proceedings.  Forced the government to look at the economic inequities of the 
Articles of Confederation 

● New Jersey Plan-Proposal at the constitutional convention calling for equal representation of 
each state in congress regardless of population. 

● Connecticut Compromise-compromise reached at the Constitutional Convention establishing two 
chambers of Congress. 



 

 

● Writ of habeas corpus- court order requiring jailers to explain to a judge why they are holding 
prisoner custody. 

● Separation of powers- features of the Constitution requiring the three branches of government to be 
independent of each other so that one cannot control the others. 

● Anti-Federalist- opponents of the original constitution without a Bill of Rights.  Believed in 
liberty from small republics.  

● Bill Of Rights- First ten amendments to the Constitution 

● Judicial Review-Power of the courts to determine if acts of congress are in accord with the 
constitution.  

● Federalism-system of shared powers so that two or more levels of government have authority over 
the same land and people. 

● Confederation government-provides for a weak national government with most of the power 
in the hands of its components or states. 

● Supremacy clause-Article VI of the constitution, which makes the constitution, national laws, and 
treaties supreme over states laws. 

● McCulloch v. Maryland- 1819 supreme courts case established that congress had certain 
implied powers in addition to enumerated powers.  Helped establish dominance of the 
National government 

● Implied Powers-Powers of the federal government that go beyond those enumerated in the 
constitution. 

● Gibbons v. Ogden-1824 Supreme Court case dealing with steamboat priority over the open 
seas giving congress the power to regulate interstate commerce. 

● Extradition-process where an alleged criminal is surrendered to the state the crime is alleged to 
have been committed.  

● Dual Federalism-system of government in which the states and national government remain 
supreme within their own spheres. 

● Fiscal Federalism-pattern of spending, taxing, and providing grants. Cornerstone of the national 
governments relations with state and local government. 

● Project grants-Federal categorical grants for specific purposes with strings attached 

● Block Grants- federal grants given to states or companies to support programs in areas such as 
community development no strings attached 

● New Federalism-the states and cities assuming more responsibility for program cost and 
implementation. 

 

UNIT III- POLITICAL BELIEFS, BEHAVIOR, AND PARTICIPATION (INTEREST GROUPS AND 
POLITICAL PARTIES) 

 

● Demography-the science of population changes. 
● Political Socialization-according to Richard Dawson “The process through which and 
individual finds their political orientations 

● Agents of Socialization- family, religion, mass media, friends, events, school and education 

● Political culture-an overall set of values widely shared within a society. 
● Exit polls-public opinion surveys by major media sources to predict electoral winners with speed and 
prediction.  
● Majoritarian politics- In congress the chamber majority implements their agenda, and their 
political beliefs are put into law. 
● Political Ideology-a coherent set of beliefs about politics, public policy, and public purpose. 

○ Liberal  
○ Conservative 

○ Libertarian 

○ populist 
● Political party- endorse candidates, try to control policy by winning elections 

● Critical Elections-an electoral “earthquake” or “tsunami” where by new issues emerge, new 
coalitions replace old ones and the majority party is often displaced by the minority party. 



 

 

● Coalition-a group of individuals with a common interest upon which every political party 
depends. 
● McGovern-Fraser Commission-A commission formed at the 1968 Democratic convention is 
response to demands for reform by minority groups and others who sought better representation.  
Setting up Superdelegates and the current system of proportional representation on the state level  
● Super Delegates-National party leaders who automatically got a spot at the DNC. 
● Winner-takes-all system-an electoral system in which legislative seats are awarded only to 
candidates who receive a plurality of the vote from their respective district.  
● Party Identification-a citizen’s self-proclaimed preference for one political party or another. 
● Independent-a third political party, usually moderate in beliefs, not very well represented in 
government. 
● Patronage- which is the use of state resources to reward individuals for their electoral 
support. 
● National Convention- The meeting of party delegates every 4 years, to choose a presidential ticket 
and write the party’s platform. 
● Caucus- an informal meeting used to select a delegate. 
● Party-in-the-electorate-Electorate delegates don’t vote based on how the people voted, but instead 
by their own political beliefs.  
● Two-party system-is in the US because all major issues are confronted by these parties but 
with different views.  Single-member districts make the two party system a necessity. 
● Single-member districts- A member of congress must win election in his specific district, instead of 
the top candidates going to congress for the whole state. 
● Interest Group- organizations where people with similar policy goals enter the political 
process to achieve those goals 

● Political Action Committees- provide a means for groups to participate in electioneering more than 
ever before.  Nearly half of the candidates running for reelection to the House have received the majority 
of their campaign funds from PACs.  Most of the funds go to the incumbents 

● Iron triangle/ issues network- interest group liberalism (the government’s excessive 
deference to groups creating a Hyperpluralism explosion) creating subgovernments composed 
of key interest groups interested in a particular policy, the government agency in charge of 
administering the policy, and the members of congressional committees and subcommittees 
handling the policy in the Congress 

● Sub-governments- governments below the national government, such as state government’s city 
councils and school boards. 
● Groups and Democratic Theory- According to Robert Dahl-its cornerstones are equality in 
voting, effective participation, enlightened understanding, final control over the agenda and 
inclusion.  
● Function of Interest Groups- to support their cause by lobbying, electioneering, or litigation. 
● Census-valuable tool for understanding demographic changes, Constitution calls for one 
every 10 years. 
● Public opinion-distribution of the populations beliefs about politics and policy issues  
● Polling-public opinion measurement tool used by pollsters to predict outcomes. 
● Civil disobedience- Form of political participation that reflects a conscious decision to break a law 
believed to be immoral and to suffer the consequences. 
● Political spectrum-the overall view of politics from liberal - conservative. 
● Forms of Political Participation-voting, lobbying, protesting, petitioning, campaign support, running 
for office. 
● Party eras – time period in America in which one political party has been the dominant 
majority party for a long period of time 

● Party realignment-displacement of the majority party by the minority period, usually during a critical 
election period. 
● Party de-alignment- gradual disengagement of people and politicians from the parties as 
seen in part by shrinking party identification. 
● Delegates-legislator who mirrors the preference of his or her constituents. 



 

 

● Minor/Third parties- promote narrow ideological issues or are splinter groups from the major 
parties 

● Proportional representation- an electoral system where legislative seats are allocated on the basis of 
each party’s percentage of the national vote. 
● Ticket-splitting-voting with one party for one office and with another party for others offices. 
● Party machines-type of political party organization that relies heavily on material indictments, such  
as patronage, to win votes and govern 

● Decline of parties- 
○ Media dominance 

○ Campaign technology: internet, polls, consultants, computers, television 

○ Party not in control of campaigning it is conducted by the nominee 

○ Interest group mass mailings, fund-raising, and 527 influence 

● Responsible Party model- a view by political scientist about how parties should work ex. Clear 
voices, and carry out campaign promises. 
● Party-in-government- consists of elected officials who call themselves members of the party.  
These leaders do not always agree on policy; but they are the main spokespersons of the party 

● Party organization-have little power to enforce their decisions by offering rewards for party members 
who follow the party line and punishment for those who don’t 

○ Local parties or grassroots- loose coalition of sate parties, which in turn are a fluid 
association of individuals, groups, and local organizations. 

○ Some parties are organized and some are not 
○ States have great discretion in regulating party activities 

○ Determine ease of participation in elections 
● Multi-party systems- used in Europe and creates a much disorganized system with many 
interests looking for representation.  Lacks coalition building 

● Primaries-Elections that select candidates, there are also direct primaries for selecting party 
nominees for congressional and state offices and proposals for regional primaries. 

○ Closed – nomination contest where only people who have registered in advance with 
the party can vote 

○ Open – nomination contest where any registered voter can vote for either party without 
declaring   

○ Blanket – nomination contest where voters are presented with a list of candidates from 
all parties and allowed to pick candidates from all parties 

● Lobbying-a communication by someone other than a citizen acting on his own behalf, 
directed to governmental decision maker with hope of influencing his direction. 
● Types of Interest Groups-there are economic, environmental, equality, and public interest lobbies.  
● National Rifle Association: is a non-profit group dedicated to the protection of the Second 
Amendment of the United States Bill of Rights and the promotion of firearm ownership rights, 
marksmanship, firearm safety, and the protection of hunting and self-defense in the United 
States. It bases its political activity on the principle that gun ownership is a civil liberty protected 
by the Second Amendment of the Bill of Rights, and claims to be the oldest continuously 
operating civil liberties organization in the United States. 
● Amicus curiae-legal briefs submitted by “friend of the court” for the purpose of raising additional 
points of view and presenting information not contained in the briefs of the formal parties. Help influence 
courts’ decision.  
● Interest Groups Distinguished from parties-an organization of people with shared policy 
goals entering the policy process at several points to try to achieve those goals. Interest groups 
pursue their goals in many arenas.  

○ Methods: lobbying, electioneering, litigation, going public 
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UNIT IV – CAMPAIGNS, ELECTIONS, AND THE ROLE OF THE MEDIA 

CHAPTERS 7, 9, 10 

 

● Nomination-the official endorsement of a candidate for office by a political party. 
● Presidential Primaries-elections in which voters in a state vote for a candidate. 
● Iowa Caucus-the first caucus in a presidential election. 
● Soft Money- money raised for political parties for distribution at the grass-roots level and has no 

limits 

● Issue Ads-campaign ads run by private parties to highlight a candidates strong points or weak points on 
certain issues 

● Coattails- voters cast vote for people from the president’s party because they support the 
president.  

● Faithless elector- a presidential elector that will not necessarily vote with the states popular vote 
● Prospective voting-looking to the future, not to the past, in political decisions. 
● Initiative petition-process permitted in some states whereby voters may put proposed changes in the state 

constitution to a vote if sufficient signatures are obtained on petitions calling for such a referendum 
● Voters registration-system adopted by the states that requires voters to register well in advanced 

of Election Day. A few permit Election Day registration.  
● Political Efficacy-belief that one’s political participation really matters-that one’s vote can actually make a 

difference. 
● Legitimacy theories of elections - elections are almost universally accepted as a fair annual free 

method of selecting political leaders. When legitimacy is high as in the U.S., even the losers 
accept the results peacefully. 

● Mass media-TV, radio, newspapers. Magazines and other means of popular communication.  
● Yellow journalism – main media topics were sensationalized with accounts of violence, corruption, 

wars, and gossip 

● Scoops-occurs when a station, newspapers, or other form of mass media gets the story out first. This can 
create bias in the news since that particular station got it first. 

● Media’s role in setting the agenda- 
○ Press releases 

○ 24 hour news reports 

○ Relations with politicians 

● Sound Bites-short video clips of approximately 15 seconds, typically all that is shown from a politician’s 
speech or activities on the nightly TV news. 

● High-tech politics-Politics in which the behavior of citizens and policymakers and the political 
agenda itself are increasingly shaped by technology. 

● Investigative journalism- detective like reporting methods to bring a story to light 
● Trial balloons-intentional news leak for the purpose of assessing the political reaction. 
● Media impact on public opinion-   

○ Whether to cover a story or ignore 

○ Focus attention on behavior …good or bad 

○ Story is seen through a filter either by the editor or the reporter 
● Campaign strategy- the master game plan candidates lay out to guide their electoral program. 
● Super Tuesday-created by a dozen southern states when they held their presidential primaries in early 

March.  It hoped to promote regional advantage as well as a more conservative candidate.  
● Federal Election Campaign Act-law passed in 1974, for reforming campaign finances. The act 

created the federal Election Emission (FEC), provided public financing for presidential primaries 
and general elections, limited presidential campaign spending, required disclosure, and attempted 
to limit contributions. 

● Buckley v. Valeo: Supreme Court Case that upheld federal limits on campaign contributions and ruled that 
spending money to influence elections is a form of constitutionally protected free speech. The court also 
stated candidates can give unlimited amounts of money to their own campaigns. 

● Selective Perception-the phenomenon that people often pay the most attention to things they 
already agree with and interpret them according to their own predispositions. 



 

 

● Electoral College- provides the selection of the president by electors chosen by the state parties.  
● Retrospective voting-a theory of voting in which voters essentially ask this simple question “what 

have you done for me lately) 
● Election Mandate-being elected means support for the candidates policies and programs 

● Referendum – form of direct legislation in which voters are given the chance to approve or 
disapprove some legislative act like school bonds or constitutional amendment 

● Motor-voter law – into effect 1996, requires states to permit people to register to vote at the same time as 
they apply for drivers licenses. 

● Civic duty – being a good citizen and participating in the political process 

● Muckraking - might appear to have a negative ring to it, muckrakers have often served the public interest 
by uncovering crime, corruption, waste, fraud and abuse in both the public and private sectors.  

● Leaks –carefully placed bit of insider information that is given to a friendly reporter 

● Political bias of media – seen as liberal bias until the emergence of Fox News and many conservative 
radio shows 

● Media malaise – lack of interest in mainstream media 

● Presidential debates – analysis can be biased and persuasive 
● Media coverage of elections – too long and very sensational (looking for the next headline or 

ticker statement) 
 

UNIT V – INSTITUTIONS OF NATIONAL GOVERNMENT: CONGRESS AND POLICY MAKING 

 

● Reapportionment-process of reallocating seats in the House of Representatives every 10 years 
based on decennial census. 

● Redistricting-redrawing of district lines to accommodate reapportionment. 
● Casework-activities of members of congress that help constituents as individuals. 
● Pork barrel-the mighty list of federal projects, grants, and contracts available to cities, 

businesses, colleges, and institutions available in a congressional district. 
● Specialization-when a committee concentrates their knowledge on a particular policy issue  
      ex. Health care or the environment.  
● Bicameral legislature- 2 houses(Senate and House of Representatives)- each state 

guaranteed 2 senators and number of representatives apportioned by population- creates a 
check and balance 

● Committee system-regularly hold hearings to investigate problems and possible wrong doing and to 
oversee the executive branch, they control congressional agenda and guide legislation from its 
introduction to presidential action 

● Markup session-rewrite and revise a bill in committee. 
● Seniority-simple way of picking committee chairs until 1970, whoever serves on committee longest 

and their party controls the chamber is the chair. 
● Types of committees- 

○ Standing committee-permanent subject-matter committees formed to handle bills in 
different policy areas. 

○ joint committees-study committees existing in a few policy areas 

○ Conference committees-to work out differences on differing versions of a bill from the 
two chambers 

○  Select committees-temporary and appointed for a specific purpose ex. Watergate 
investigation. 

● Congressional Reassertion of Power-through war powers resolution attempted to  take powers back 
from the president took place after Vietnam but did not change the structure of power 

● Filibuster / Cloture Rule-strategy unique to Senate where an opponent of a piece of 
legislation attempts to talk the bill to death by using unlimited debate 

● Legislative override-president vetoes a bill-congress can override a veto by 2/3 vote in both House 
and Senate 

● Types of policies-anything can become an issue of public policy including unemployment, 
budget, foreign affairs 
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● Baker v. Carr- was a landmark United States Supreme Court case that retreated from the Court's 
political question doctrine, deciding that reapportionment issues (attempts to change the way voting 
districts are delineated) present justifiable questions, thus enabling federal courts to intervene in and 
to decide reapportionment cases. The defendants unsuccessfully argued that reapportionment of 
legislative districts is a "political question," and hence not a question that may be resolved by federal 
courts. 

● Wesberry v. Sanders - was a case involving congressional districts in the state of Georgia, 
brought before the Supreme Court of the United States. The Court issued a ruling on 
February 17, 1964 that districts have to be approximately equal in population.  

● Incumbency-those already holding office-usually win reflection-have more press, money, influence, 
weaker opponents. 

● Framers intent-determining what the framers actually meant when they wrote the 
constitution. 

● Non-germane amendment-added to a bill that has nothing to do with the substance or meaning of 
the bill… 

● Gerrymandering-drawing of the single-member districts to favor the political party in control 
of the State legislature  

● Constituency service-provide help and service to people in your district or state see casework 
● Franking-free use of the mail system to communicate with constituents machines and signs 

the person’s name in real ink. 
● Logrolling-one person votes for a bill in order to help someone so that they owe you a vote later. 
● Decentralization-moving of power from the executive to the people which are represented in 

the legislative branch. 
● Informal structure-the power leans to the party that’s in power, overrides the bicameral system. Also 

caucuses which are informal meetings. 
● Subcommittee bill of rights-the actions to be used on a bill, markup, floor managers, cue 

giver, and during implementation legislative oversight.  
● Party Leadership-majority party is the official party in power. Minority leadership is elected from the 

minority party. Whips monitor voting for their respective party.  
● Fiscal Leadership-how the government plans to spend and take in money over a certain 

amount of time similar to a budget. 
● War Powers Resolution-The president has to inform the congress on all military actions and plans 

because of Vietnam and LBJ. 
● Oversight-the legislative branch power to watch over the bureaucracy in implementation and 

enforcement of a law or policy. 
● Appropriations-funds used to find programs usually written as acts and need to be proved by 

congress. 
● Rules Committee-also known as “traffic cop” set rules for the House, such as the time of 

debate and who will speak. 
● Reynolds v. Sims-(1964) was a United States Supreme Court case that ruled that state legislature 

districts had to be roughly equal in population. 
● Congressional staff-consists of three the personal staff, committee staff and staff agencies, 

all aid the congressmen in daily functions and in reflection. 
● Money In Congressional elections-a lot of money is spent during congressional elections but the 

most spending comes from incumbents who have more access to political money 
● Committee chairman-runs the respective committee and also is appointed by the majority 

leader in the Senate and by the Speaker in the House, often has a seniority basis. 
● Ways and Means- raising revenue through taxation, authority to borrow money, power over Social 

Security and Medicare, tariffs trade and trade legislation. 
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UNIT VI – INSTITUTIONS OF NATIONAL GOVERNMENT: PRESIDENCY, BUREAUCRACY, PUBLIC 
POLICY 

 

● Power and presidency (concepts) - founders wanted independent executive-constitutional 
powers: share with other branches, checked by legislature and courts.  

● Constitutional powers- Powers of president are in the constitution, but it says little about it. 
Powers are checked by other branches so not too much power is put in one place. Reelection is 
also in Constitution as 4 year term. 

● Roles of president-  
Chief legislator- guides domestic policy 

Chief diplomat- dictates foreign policy 

Commander in Chief- control of military  
Crisis manager- decides how to handle crisis including foreign policy, natural disaster. 
Works with Congress- Must have their approval for most decisions. 

● Twenty-second Amendment- passed in 1951, the amendment that limits presidents to two 
terms of office. 

● Impeachment-the political equivalent of indictment in criminal law, prescribed by the 
constitution.  

○ The House of Representatives may impeach the president by a majority vote for 
Treason, Bribery, or other high crimes and misdemeanors. 

○ The Senate will conduct the trial and needs 2/3rds vote to remove the President  
● National Security Council-an office created in 1947 to coordinate the president’s foreign and 

military policy advisors members are the president, vice president, secretary of state, and 
secretary of defense, managed by the president’s national security advisor. 

● Budget and Impoundment Control Act 1974-is a United States federal law that governs 
the role of the Congress in the United States budget process.   

○ Title II created the Congressional Budget Office.  
○ Title III governs the procedures by which Congress annually adopts a budget 

resolution, a concurrent resolution setting forth fiscal policy that is not signed 
by the President. The budget resolution, in turn, sets limits on revenues and 
spending that govern Congress through procedural objections called points of 
order. The budget resolution also can generate a budget reconciliation bill, 
which the Congress considers under expedited procedures unusual for the 
Senate. 

● Pocket Veto-a veto taking place when congress adjourns within 10 days of submitting a bill to 
the president who simply lets it die by neither signing it nor vetoing it.  

● The president and the media-always against each other president wants to control 
information media wants all information that exists. President uses media to reach 
people and get ideas across. Press conferences allow president to tell what’s going 
on. 

● Neustadt and presidential power- persuasion is the true power of the President. 
● Civil Service-a system of hiring and promotion based on the merit principal and the 

desire to create a non partisan government service. 
● Hatch Act-A federal law prohibiting government employees from actively participating in the 

partisan politics.  
● Types of agencies:  

   Cabinet departments-each has a specific role they play in making policy. 
  Government corporations-provide service to government charge money  
  for it. 

        Independent Executive agencies-appoints by president and serves his  
   will. 

● Monetary Policy- Dem pay off debts immediately Rep let it build up and pay off later. 
● Discretionary authority- The authority of administrative actors to select among various 

responses to a given problem. 
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● Controls on bureaucracy- Congress has oversight, sets agenda,  can sunset the committee, and 
controls budget requests 

● Mandatory spending- money for schools and parks and public places. 
● Distributive policy- takes tax money and gives it to others. 

○ Key players in policy- interest groups, States, Congressional committees  
● Public presidency- being transparent and open 

● Senatorial Courtesy- tradition where state-level federal judicial posts are approved by U. S. Senators 
from that particular state  

● Executive orders- regulations originating from the executive branch. 
● Executive privilege- being able to deny access to information based on the separation of powers and 

need for presidential secrecy 
● Twenty-fifth Amendment- permits vice president to become president if both cabins 

determine the president as disabled.  
● Office of Management and Budget- responsible for preparing the president’s budget. 
● Council of economic advisors- 3 members body appointed by the president to advice her/him 

on economic policy. 
● Cabinet: a group of presidential advisors 

● Imperial Presidency Argument- Argument that president should have ultimate power. 
● Framers Intent- the original meaning purpose of the constitution forged by those who wrote it.  
● United States v. Nixon- court unanimously decided executive privilege was implicit in the 

constitution but couldn’t be extended to protect documents relating to criminal prosecutions.  
● Bureaucracy- authoritative structure that uses task specialization operates on merit principles they 

govern modern states and behaves impersonally. 
● Merit Principle- the idea that hiring/ promoting should be based on talent and skill.  
● Pendleton Act- is an 1883 United States federal law that established the United States Civil Service 

Commission, which placed most federal employees on the merit system and marked the end of the 
so-called "spoils system." The act provided for some government jobs to be filled on the basis of 
competitive exams.  

● Independent Agencies- government agency responsible for some sector of economy, making 
and enforcing rules to protect public interest.  

● Bureaucracy policy making- process where political problems are communicated by citizens and 
fixed by government. 

● Implementation- stage of policy making between establishment and consequences involves 
translating policy’s goals and objectives into operating program. 

● Behaviors of policy makers- they have a tendency to back the policies that back their own personal 
beliefs. 

● Discretionary spending- how much money places receive for highways, bonuses, salary 
increases. 

● Regulatory policy- make and enforce rules to protect public interest. 
● Characteristics of policy process- establishing the policy, implementing the policy, the 

consequences for those who violate the policy.  
● Federal Communications Commission: The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is an 

independent United States government agency, directly responsible to Congress. The FCC was 
established by the Communications Act of 1934 and is charged with regulating interstate and 
international communications by radio, television, wire, satellite and cable. The FCC's jurisdiction 
covers the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and U.S. possessions.  The FCC is directed by five 
Commissioners appointed by the President and confirmed by the Senate for 5-year terms.  Only 
three Commissioners may be members of the same political party. None of them can have a 
financial interest in any Commission-related business 

● Federal Reserve Board: The Board of Governors oversees the Federal Reserve System. It is 
made up of seven members who are appointed by the President and confirmed by the 
Senate. The full term of a Board member is 14 years, and the appointments are staggered so 
that one term expires on each even-numbered year. After serving a full term, a Board member 
may not be reappointed. If a member leaves the Board before his or her term expires, 

http://states/
http://commission/
http://commission/
http://system/
http://system/
http://www.fcc.gov/commissioners/


 

 

however, the person appointed and confirmed to serve the remainder of the term may be 
later reappointed to a full term. 

● Environmental Protection Agency: is an agency of the federal government of the United States 
charged with protecting human health and with safeguarding the natural environment: air, water, and 
land. The EPA began operation on December 2, 1970, when it was established by President 
Richard Nixon. It is led by its Administrator, who is appointed by the President of the United States. 
The EPA is not a Cabinet agency, 

 

UNIT VII – INSTITUTIONS OF NATIONAL GOVERNMENT: THE FEDERAL COURT SYSTEM, CIVIL 
RIGHTS AND LIBERTIES 

 

● Plessy v. Ferguson: 1896 case providing constitutional justification for segregation. The Supreme 
Court ruled “separate but equal” accommodations for blacks and whites were constitutional. 

● Civil Rights Act of 1964- made radical discriminations against any groups in hotels, motels and 
restaurants illegal and forbade many forms of job discrimination. 

● 15 Amendment: extended suffrage to African-Americans.  
● White Primary- one of the means to discourage black voting that permitted political parties in 

the heavily Democratic South to exclude African Americans from primary elections, thus 
depriving them from voice in the real contest. 

● Voting Rights Act of 1965- Helped end formal and informal barriers to black suffrage. The number of 
registered black voters and officials increased dramatically. 

● Comparable Worth- The issue rose when women who held traditionally male jobs are paid less 
than males working jobs that require comparable skills. 

● Jim Crow Laws- segregation laws placed on African Americans in the South. 
● NAACP- National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. 
● Brown v. Board of Education- (1954), was a landmark decision of the United States Supreme Court, 

which overturned earlier rulings going back to Plessy v. Ferguson in 1896, by declaring that state laws 
that established separate public schools for black and white students denied black children equal 
educational opportunities. Handed down on May 17, 1954, the Warren Court's unanimous (9-0) 
decision stated that "separate educational facilities are inherently unequal." As a result, de jure racial 
segregation was ruled a violation of the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment of the 
United States Constitution. This victory paved the way for integration and the civil rights movement.  

● Civil Rights movement-(1955–1968) refers to the reform movements in the United States aimed 
at abolishing racial discrimination against African Americans and restoring suffrage in 
Southern states. This article covers the phase of the movement between 1954 and 1968, 
particularly in the South. By 1966, the emergence of the Black Power Movement, which lasted 
roughly from 1966 to 1975, enlarged the aims of the Civil Rights Movement to include racial 
dignity, economic and political self-sufficiency, and freedom from White domination.Suffrage- 
the right to vote.   

● Poll Tax- small taxes levied in order to vote. They were put I place to keep poor blacks from voting. 
● Grandfather Clause- it was used to deny blacks the right to vote in the south by implementing 

a literary test but excluding those whose grandfather could vote before 1860 (allowing illiterate 
whites to vote). 

● 24TH Amendment- passed in 1964 in declared poll taxes unconstitutional. 
● Korematsu v. United States- 1944 Supreme Court decision that upheld the internment of more 

than 100,000 Japanese Americans during WWII as constitutional. 
● Equal Rights Amendment- said that equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by 

the United States or any state on account of gender. 
● Regents of University of California v. Bakke- (1978) was a landmark decision of the Supreme 

Court of the United States on affirmative action. It bars quota systems in college admissions 
but affirms the constitutionality of affirmative action programs giving equal access to 
minorities. 
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● Judicial insulation from public opinion: 
○ Appointed not elected 

○ Longer terms 

○ Docket control 
○ Limited access 

● Swann v. Charlotte Mecklenburg Country School- (1971) was an important United States 
Supreme Court case dealing with the busing of students to promote integration in public 
schools. After a first trial going to the Board of Education, the Court held that busing was an 
appropriate remedy for the problem of racial imbalance among schools, even where the 
imbalance resulted from the selection of students based on geographic proximity to the school 
rather than from deliberate assignment based on race. This was done to ensure the schools 
would be "properly" integrated and that all students would receive equal educational 
opportunities regardless of their race.  

● Separate but equal doctrine- separate facilities for blacks and whites are “equal”. 
● De jure segregation- by law segregation. 
● 19th amendment-extended the right to vote to women.  
● Symbolic speech-nonverbal communication such as burning a flag or wearing or armband. 

Protected under first amendment.  
● Commercial Speech-communication in the form of advertising can be restricted. 
● Libel-the publication of false or malicious statements that damage someone’s reputation. 
● Prior restraint-a government preventing material from being published. 
● 14th amendment- It includes the Due Process and Equal Protection Clauses  
● Establishment clause-Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion.  Confirms 

Jefferson statement of “separation of church and state”  The government cannot favor one religion 
over another and cannot establish a national church 

● Incorporation clause-supreme court nationalized the bill of rights by making most of its 
applicable to the states through 14th amendment. 

● Civil liberties-individual legal and constitutional protections against the government. 
● 1st amendment-freedom of press, speech, and religion and assembly. 
● Probable cause-reasonable grounds to believe that someone is guilty of a crime. 
● Search warrant-a written authorization from a court specifying the area to be searched and 

what the police are searching for. 
● Free exercise clause-prohibits government from interfering with the practice of religion. 
● Due process-case went through a full and fair trial before being decided. 
● Civil law-body of law involves a case which an individual is charged with violating a specific law. 
● Litigants-the plaintiff and the defendant is a case. 
● Standing-a base that would affect the person who sues. 
● Class action suit-lawsuit permitting a small number of people to sue on behalf of all other 

similarly situated.  
● Precedents-law similar cases have been decided in the past. 
● Per curium decisions-a court decision without explanation without opinion. 
● Opinion-a statement of legal reasoning behind a judicial decision.  
● Original Intent theory-the constitution should be interpreted according to the original interests 

of the framer. 
● Stare decisis-“let the decision stand” Majority of cases reaching appellate courts are settled on this 

principal. 
● Writ of mandamus-a court order forcing action. 
● Strict v. loose constructionism 

○ Strict: seeing the constitution as “literal” and not accepting the need for implied powers 

○ Loose: seeing the constitution as “living” and needs changing to accommodate changes in 
society 

● Court packing plan- FDR plan to put thus people into the court so it would pass a bill. 
● De Facto segregation- segregation just happens. 
● Shield law- state law that protected people from being force to give up information, 
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● Exclusionary rule- the rule that evidence no matter how incriminating cannot be introduced into trial if it 
was not constitutionally obtained. 

● Self-incrimination-the situation occurring when an individual accused of a crime witnesses 
against himself forbidden by the 5th amendment. 

● Plea bargaining-an actual bargain struck between the defendants lawyer and the prosecutor the effect 
that the defendant will plea guilty to a lesser crime in exchange for the states promise not to 
prosecute. 

● Right to privacy-interpreted not specifically stated by the Constitution.  4th, 14th, and 9th 
contributes to the doctrine  

● Ex post facto law-a law that is passed after the fact. 
● Civil rights-policies designed to protect people against discrimination treatment by 

government officials or individuals.  
● Equal protection clause-part of the 14th amendment saying laws must give equal “protection” to all 

persons. 
● 5th amendment- the amendment designed to protect the rights of people accused of crimes, 

including protection of double jeopardy, self-incrimination, and punishment without due 
process of law. 

● 6th amendment- designed to protect individuals accused of crimes. Right to counsel the right to 
confront witnesses and the right to a speedy and public trial. 

● 8th amendment- protection from cruel and unusual punishment 
● Miranda rights-guidelines for police questioning of accused persons to protect them against self 

incrimination and to protect their rights to counsel. 
● Affirmative action- a policy designed to give special attention to or compensatory treatment to 

members of some previously disadvantaged group. 
● Dred Scott v. Sanford-the 1857 Supreme Court decision ruling that a slave who has escaped to a free 

state enjoyed no rights as a citizen and that congress had no authority to ban slavery in the territories. 
● Right to counsel-guaranteed by the 6th amendment.   
● Right to a fair trial-guaranteed by the 6th amendment.  
● Trial by jury- there are a number of people who give unanimous votes for a criminal conviction. 
● Obscenity- not easily defined but is left up to “local community standards 
● Sedition-when you are not allowed to talk bad about the government. 
● Bills of attainder-punish people without a judicial trial. 
● Pure speech - writing, film, speech,  
● Lawrence v. Texas In the 6-3 ruling, the justices struck down the sodomy law that had criminalized 

homosexual sex in Texas. The court had previously addressed the same issue in 1986 in Bowers v. 
Hardwick, where it upheld a challenged Georgia statute, not finding a constitutional protection of 
sexual privacy. 

● Gideon v. Wainwright: the Supreme Court unanimously ruled that state courts are required 
under the Sixth Amendment of the Constitution to provide counsel in criminal cases for 
defendants unable to afford their own attorneys. 

● Engle v. Vitale: landmark United States Supreme Court case that determined that it is unconstitutional 
under the establishment clause for state officials to compose an official school prayer and require its 
recitation in public schools. 

● Lemon v. Kurtzman: ruled that Pennsylvania's 1968 Nonpublic Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act, which allowed the state Superintendent of Public Instruction to reimburse 
nonpublic schools (most of which were Catholic) for teachers' salaries, textbooks and 
instructional materials, violated the Establishment clause of the First Amendment. 

● Reynolds v. United States: Free Exercise polygamy case. 
● Oregon v. Smith: free exercise case that determined that the state could deny unemployment 

benefits to a person fired for violating a state prohibition on the use of peyote, even though the 
use of the drug was part of a religious ritual. Although states have the power to accommodate 
otherwise illegal acts done in pursuit of religious beliefs, they are not required to do so. 
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